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ardening Tips

1. Watering becomes key at this
time. Plants dry out quickly on
warm long days, and you will need to
adjust your watering and automatic timers for
lawns and other areas.
2. Pinch back leggy petunias and other flowers
when they’ve stretched out too far, to stimulate
more blooming.
3. Continue feeding citrus with EB Stone
Organics Citrus & Fruit Tree Food for
improved fruit production. Citrus are heavy,
picky feeders and respond to the specific set of
nutrients in this fertilizer.
4. Enhance your entryway with one of our
gorgeous hanging baskets. Try tuberous
begonias—they resemble large rose blossoms
that are on a very small bush—gorgeous!
5. Apply 3-4” of mulch around plants if not
already done.
6. Hose down plants occasionally to wash off
dust and discourage spider mites.

Growing Gardenias
ust like Goldilocks, gardenias
J want perfect conditions—not too
hot, not too cold, but just right!
Once you find the right spot for
them, they will be one of the most
desirable plants in your garden. Gardenia
fragrance is unsurpassed and easily recognized.
The attractive white flowers on gardenia plants
are nicely contrasted by the dark green foliage.
Gardenias are rainforest natives that prefer
a protected area that gets good morning sun and
afternoon shade. Or they can grow well in
dappled sunlight all day. If there's too much sun
their leaves will quickly turn yellow and flowers
will brown out. If they don't have enough sun,
growth will be leggy and plants won't flower.
Water gardenias deeply on a regular basis.
Good drainage is essential. Gardenias are heavy
feeders. Use our Max Sea Acid Plant Food.
This excellent fertilizer also contains all of trace
elements needed to avoid potential gardenia
problems.

Enjoy Patio Trees!

Gﬁle your deck or patio a fresh summer look by replanting and
repositioning containers—this time with patio trees that add

height and drama. Trees and shrubs in large pots have many

benefits, including creating shade and/or a focal point, screening a view

and acting as a windbreak.

Strawberry tree (Arbutus unedo) grows slowly to about 10 feet, while
demanding little care. Clusters of small white flowers are accompanied by 3/4"
round, strawberry-like fruit. The dark foliage is intensified by the red-brown color
of the branches, which become gnarled as the tree ages. Although Redbud (Cercis)
is deciduous, it is an attention-getter all year. Deep purplish-pink 5" long flower
clusters appear in spring on bare stems. Bean-like pods follow, along with smooth
3" blue-green leaves that have a rounded heart shape. In fall, the foliage turns
yellow or red.

Other excellent patio trees include Japanese maples, princess flower, blue
potato vine, citrus, fruitless olive, lorapetalum, lavatera, and topiary privets.

Late Summer Pests
Here are some of the many pests you may find in your yard this
time of year. If you have these or other pests, come in and we'll
tell you how to get rid of them.

Earwigs chew irregular-shaped holes in flowers and can damage seedlings as
well. Their large pincers are scary-looking, but not harmful. Earwigs hide during
the day under rocks, boards, and other debris. Remove these when possible. Also
hiding under debris are sowbugs and pillbugs, often called rollypollys. These
usually feed on plant material that is already decaying, but when abundant they
chew holes in tender shoots and roots, and cause damage. Whiteflies are tiny white
flying pests that cling to the underside of leaves sucking out plant juices and
multiplying like crazy! Watch for budworms on geranium and petunia buds.

Hit the Refresh Button!

It‘s time to revitalize your garden! Bloom time is coming to a

close for many spring and early summer flowers. Replace them

now with bright and vigorously growing flowers we have in bud and

bloom—most will continue blooming until cold weather arrives in late fall. For a
partly shaded area these include impatiens, coleus, begonias, nicotiana, mimulus,
and lobelia, plus abutilon and fuchsias! Among the best flowering plants for a sunny
spot are alyssum, million bells, marigolds, petunias, bacopa, verbena, cosmos,
salvias, portulaca, snapdragons, and stock.

GREAT GARDEN PHOTO CONTEST!

Submit your entry anytime between July 12 and August 12, with your name
and phone number on the back. Customers vote. The winner receives a
$100.00 Gift Certificate! Winner will be announced August 18.

Get your photos in early so you can get more votes!




