
1. May is the month to visit our
BLOOMIN’ Nursery!  Color

abounds, and there is more
available to plant this month than

at any other time.  Browse for awhile and enjoy
the splendor!
2. Feed roses (and other flowers) regularly with
EB Stone Organics Rose & Flower Food.  We
also have products that prevent rose pests, and
diseases like powdery mildew.
3. It’s prime tomato-planting time! Also
plant eggplants, peppers, beans, melons, corn,
cucumbers, and pumpkins.
4. Drought tolerant, water-wise plants are
here!  Ask to see our huge selection.
5. Mulch beds and around plants to discourage
weeds, make the area look better, and hold in
moisture.  Use our beautiful aromatic cocoa
hulls.

May Success Tips Beautiful Foliage for Shade!
If you have a shade garden filled with hostas and ferns,

it's time to diversify!  Many plants are grown for their
leaf color, pattern and shape.

We are featuring many plants with distinctive leaf colors, including chartreuse,
lime, merlot, burgundy, purple, and silver.  Interesting patterned leaves paint a
picture in arrangements that are marbled, streaked, and stippled.  Many of these
foliage plants produce large leaves with unique shapes.

Here are some of these plants you’ll want to plant in part shade:  heucheras,
coleus, vinca minor (periwinkle), lamium, aucubas, bloodleaf (Iresine), loosestrife
(Lysimachia), lorapetalum, monkshood (Aconitum), brunnera, and saxifrage.

TIP: Space plants to allow for good air circulation to prevent powdery mildew
and other leaf diseases in shady areas.

Plant an Herb Garden!
Plant a wide variety of herbs to add a distinctive flair to all your

recipes, especially to accompany the delicious home-grown
vegetables you'll soon be harvesting.  Herbs are also excellent for
use as tea (get rid of those sugar-filled soft drinks!).

The many leaf shapes, sizes, colors and textures of herbs contribute greatly to
the beauty of your garden.  Add them to your flower beds or plant them in
containers—some are also excellent for hanging baskets!

Herbs like plenty of sun, and lots of compost incorporated into the soil.  When
harvesting, cut the stems (rather than simply picking off leaves) to promote new
growth and more branching.  Cut and use herbs often to keep the plants from
becoming too woody and to improve air circulation.  Young leaves of many plants
are not so potent as mature ones, so you'll need more when using young plants.

Fruit Tree Care
It's natural for your fruit trees to drop a lot of tiny fruit in late

spring.  This process eases the strain on tree limbs, reducing
the risk of breakage.  Additional thinning after the natural spring
fruit drop will give you larger, more perfect fruit at harvest time.
Also, thinning fruit trees increases the chance of getting a full crop of fruit the
following year on varieties that alternate between heavy and light crops every other
year.  These include apricots, golden delicious apples, and others.

Watch for shoots that come from below or near ground level.  On grafted fruit
trees (and many roses) these are probably originating from the root stock portion of
the plant.  The sucker, if allowed to grow, will not bear useful fruit, and will sap the
strength from the good part of the plant.  Trace the sucker to its point of origin and
wrench it off by hand, being careful not to tear off extra bark from the main plant.  If
you simply cut the sucker at ground level, it will react as if it’s been pruned and
resprout.

Gifts for Mothers
Give your Mother a beautiful

flowering plant this Mother’s
Day, May 13th, and she will enjoy

fresh flowers for years!  You can
choose from a large selection of

gorgeous plants, many with buds and
blossoms.  Also, many of our rose

bushes are flush with flowers—pick out
her favorite colors!

Keep us in mind when you need a
special gift for up coming occasions,

such as Memorial Day, graduations,
and Father’s Day.  While flowers

make the perfect remembrance gift,
we also have gadgets and tools that
make great gifts.

Herb
Garden

Have a Glorious
Flower-filled Spring!
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