
Spring Bulbs
One of the greatest

pleasures a gardener
can experience is selecting
and planting spring-
blooming bulbs, and then

enjoying their burst of color in spring!  Our
large top quality bulbs will begin arriving this
month, so even though you don't need to plant
these yet, choose them early because of the
large selection available.

Choose bright colors and combinations of
colors—that's what bulbs are all about!  Try
some you've never grown before.  You may find
new varieties that grow especially well in your
yard.  Plant early, mid and late varieties for a
constant display of color in spring.

Select enough bulbs so you can plant
blocks of the same species and color.  Or group
bulbs (5 or more) using just one or two colors in
a repeating pattern.  Plant shorter growing bulbs
such as scilla, crocus, and grape hyacinths in
drifts of 25 to 50 bulbs for the most dramatic
impact.  Use these smaller flowering bulbs to
accent large flowering ones.

Fall Watering Tip
One benefit of our great California fall planting time is that Mother

Nature eventually takes over most of the watering chores.
However, recently planted trees and shrubs have not yet grown the
extensive root systems needed to absorb enough water during the hot,
dry, windy days of Indian summer.

One way to insure constant, strong root growth is to water deeply so the water
evaporates more slowly and is available longer to the plant's roots.  One way to do
this is to punch a small hole in the side of a 5 gallon bucket and fill it with water.
Place the bucket next to the plant and allow the water to trickle out slowly.  Do this a
couple of times around the plant, more for very large trees.  For most trees and
shrubs, water should percolate down at least 12 inches. 

1. Fall is the perfect time to
PLANT! Cooler temperatures and

fall rains make for easier maintenance
and quick plant establishment.
2. It's fall feeding time! Fertilize lawns with
EB Stone Natural Green Lawn Food.  For trees
and shrubs feed with Jobe’s Stakes.  Ask us
what to use for other plants.
3. Plant leafy green vegetables like Swiss
chard, spinach and lettuce.  Also put in onions,
broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, beets, peas, and
carrots.
4. Trim back lavender when finished
blooming.  Trim to the outer sections of the
plant where there are a lot of leaves.  If you cut
the old woody plant it won't resprout so easily.
5. Plant natives starting in October.  
6. Feed roses one last time this year.  Many
varieties bloom heavily at this time of year. Containers Create Autumn Drama!

Although the gorgeous containers you enjoyed through the summer
may look a little tired, this is no time to quit!  Color-filled

containers are exactly what's needed to brighten the fall days ahead.
Refresh your pots, window boxes and other containers now and you'll have color
throughout fall and into winter. 

Our excellent selection of flowers begins arriving in September, for immediate
planting in containers or the ground, including pansies, violas, snapdragons, stock,
Iceland poppies, alyssum, calendulas, chrysanthemums, cyclamen, dianthus,
nemesia, diascia, leucanthemum, calibrachoas, salvia, sedum, asters, and primroses.
Select plants that are compatible according to the amount of sun or partial shade they
will receive.  Include plants with colorful foliage (try ornamental cabbage and kale,
coleus, lamium, or variegated ivy) to make the arrangement more interesting.  

Improving Your Edges
When planning or improving a garden an often

overlooked element is the edging on flower
beds, paths, and lawns.  An informal style usually features plants as borders.  A
formal look is created when all the boundaries are sharply defined by permanent
hardscape materials such as bricks, benderboard, logs, stones, narrow pavers, or
tiles, as well as cement mowing strips.

For a natural edge, use plants instead of rigid materials.  Boxwood is the
traditional plant used to form a low hedge border, but many dwarf varieties of shrubs
are available, such as nandina and euonymus.  Low, mounding plants make good
edges, many providing the added benefit of colorful flowers and/or foliage.
Excellent ones to use include certain varieties of heucheras, cuphea (false heather),
hebe, society garlic, liriope, mondo grass, iberis, and erica.

An even more informal and interesting border can be made up of a row of low-
growing plants occasionally interrupted by a higher-growing plant such as
ornamental grass or fern, and/or a trailing groundcover like vinca minor or lamium.
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